
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Allison Sauerwein 

Department: Applied Health 

Email Address: allsaue@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-5751 

Campus Mail Box: 1147 

Number of available URCA Assistant Positions 

One funded student only. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[x] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

6-9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Combination of remote and in-person work; In-person work will be in the SPPA research lab (Founders 

Hall 3407) 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

No. 

 

 



 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) technology provides people with 

communication disorders like autism or Down syndrome with a means to communicate via 

tablets. Although speech-language pathologists’ scope of practice includes AAC, research 

shows they are underprepared in this area. The URCA assistant will assist with developing, 

revising, and finalizing research materials and obtaining IRB approval for a research study 

that explores therapy with three clients who use AAC provided by SPPA graduate student 

clinicians. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

The URCA assistant will assist with developing, revising, and finalizing the following 

materials for the study: training videos, scoring rubrics, evaluation forms, social validity 

instruments. In addition, the student will assist with preparing the human subjects protocol 

and accompanying materials for institutional review board (IRB) review. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

The URCA assistant will: 

   -Assist with developing training videos, scoring rubrics, evaluation forms, and social 

validity instruments 

   -Assist with obtaining feedback and subsequently revising and finalizing research 

materials 

   -Assist with drafting a human subjects protocol for IRB review 

   -Assist with developing IRB protocol materials, such as recruitment text and consent forms 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

N/a 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

N/a 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 



   I require my students to have taken SPPA 101 and have earned at least a B. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

 


